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CHAPTER 15
GUARDIANSHIP

INTRODUCTION

Guardianships, power of atorney and emancipation provide legd options for workers
trying to achieve safe and permanent plans for children. Guardianship should not be
Seen as a panacea, nor can it be equated with termination of parentd rights and
adoption in terms of the legd security it offers. None of these options is appropriate for
al childrenin all circumstances. Nevertheless, in some circumstances, some form of
guardianship may offer asuitable plan for achild. The legd requirements for each of
these are outlined below. Thisis not an exhaudtive discussion of the law but is meant to
provide an overview, a primer, on these lega statuses, particularly for nonlawyer
casaworkers. Should one decide to pursue guardianship or emancipation, legd advice
is recommended.

POWER OF ATTORNEY

Parents or legd guardians can delegate their parentad respongbilities to another for a
limited time period, without court action, by means of a power of attorney.

By a properly executed power of attorney, aparent or guardian of aminor or a
guardian of an incgpacitated individud may delegate to another person, for a
period not exceeding 6 months, any of the parent's or guardian's powers
regarding care, custody, or property of the minor child or ward, except the
power to consent to marriage or adoption of aminor ward or to release of a
minor ward for adoption. If aguardian for aminor or incapacitated individua
delegates any power under this section, the guardian shdl natify the court within
7 days after execution of the power of attorney, and provide the court the
name, address, and telephone number of the attorney-in-fact.

A properly executed power of attorney form (See Fig. 15.1) need not be filed with a
court (unlessthere is an exigting guardianship order). The power of attorney expires
automaticaly after sx months, though it may be repeatedly renewed by execution of
another document.

1 McCL 700.5103
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Fig. 15.1: Power of Attorney

POWER OF ATTORNEY

, , mother (father) of minor child(ren)
appoint
of Jtrue and lawful attorney for me, and give to “hinvher/them”any
and al of my lega authority and power regarding the care, custody, or property of this (these)
minor child(ren), except the power to consent to marriage or adoption or to release the
child(ren) for adoption, for a period not to exceed six (6) months from this date as provided for
in MCL 700.5103.

| grant to this atorney full power and authority to perform every act necessary for the
proper care of the minor child(ren), their property and affairs, including medica care, except as
specificdly limited above, asfully as | could do mysdlf if persondly present.

DATED: X

In The Presence Of:
[Witnesses)

w/ w/
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15.3. GUARDIANSHIPS

15.3.1. Three types available under Michigan law.

Protection of a child through the use of guardianship may be particularly
appropriate where the parent or parents will be temporarily absent from the
child'slife and thereby unable to provide care, for reasons such as incarceration,
extended in-patient menta health or substance abuse trestment, or
hospitdization. Guardianship may dso be a vaduable dterndive to termination
of parenta rights where there are important family ties, both psychologica and
legd, that one wishesto preserve and yet the biologica parent is unable to
properly care for the child in the foreseeable future. Three types of
guardianships are available under Michigan law: generd guardianship, limited
guardianship, and temporary guardianship. If apetition to terminate an existing
guardianship isfiled, the court may aso order a permanent guardianship. A
parent may appoint aguardian by will “or other writing witnessed by two
persons’ under certain circumstances2 “A non-profit corporation may be
gppointed guardian.” 3

15.4. GENERAL GUARDIANSHIP (MCL 700.5204)

15.4.1 Petitioner

"Generd", "permanent”, "regula™, "ordinary", or "full" guardianship, asit is
varioudy known, does not require parenta consent. The Satute requires:

(1) A person interested in the welfare of aminor, or aminor if 14 years
of age or older, may petition for the gppointment of a guardian of the
minor. The court may order the Family Independence Agency or an
employee or agent of the court to conduct an investigation of the
proposed guardianship and file awritten report of the investigation.4

Note that nearly anyone, i.e. a"person interested in the welfare of aminor”, may
petition for the gppointment of aguardian. Parents, rdlaives, friends, Family

I ndependence Agency casaworkers are among those who may wish to initiate
such proceedings.

15.4.2. Grounds

2 See testamentary appointment of guardian, MCL 700.5202

3 MCL 700.5212

4 MCL 700.5204 (1)
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The court may gppoint aguardian for an unmarried minor if any of the following
circumstances exist:

@ The parenta rights of both parents or of the surviving parent have been
terminated or suspended by prior court order, by judgment of divorce
or separate maintenance, by death, by judicid determination of mental
incompetency, disappearance, or by confinement in a place of
detention.>

(b) The parent or parents have permitted the minor to resde with
another person and have not provided the other person with
lega authority for the care and maintenance of the minor.

© Al of thefdllowing

() theminor’shiologica parents have never been married to one
another.

(i) the minor’s parent who has custody of the minor dies or is missng
and the other parent have not been granted lega custody under
acourt order.

(iii) the person whom the petition asks to be gppointed guardian is
related to the minor within the fifth degree by marriage, blood,
or adoption.®

15.4.3. Child Support and Parenting Time
(5) For the minor ward' s welfare, the court may a any time, order the
minor ward' s parents to pay reasonable support and order reasonable
parenting time and contact of the minor ward with his or her parents.”
155. LIMITED GUARDIANSHIP (MCL 700.5205)
15.5.1. Voluntary; Requires Parental Consent; Grounds;
Limited guardianship requires voluntary consent of the parent or parents

with legd cugtody of the child8 It isredly a court-sanctioned consent
arrangement.

5 “Prior court order” does not include an order appointing alimited guardian.
6 MCL 700.5204(2)

7 MCL 700.5204(5)
8 MCL 700.5205(1)
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(1) The court may appoint alimited guardian for an unmarried minor
upon the petition of the minor's parent or parentsiif dl of the following
requirements are met:

(&) The parents with custody of the minor consent or, in the case of only
1 parent having custody of the minor, the sole parent consentsto the
gopointment of alimited guardian.

(b) The parent or parents voluntarily consent to the sugpension of their
parenta rights.®

(c) The court approves alimited guardianship placement plan agreed to
by both of the following parties:

(i) The parents with custody of the minor or, in the case of only
1 parent having custody of the minor, the sole parent who has
custody of the minor.

(i) The person or persons whom the court will gppoint as the
minor's limited guardian.

15.5.2. Placement Plan Required

In addition to finding parental consent, the court must approve alimited
guardianship placement plan agreed to by the parties.

(2) A minor's parent or parents who desire to have the court appoint a
limited guardian for that minor and the person or persons who desire to
be gppointed limited guardian for that minor must develop alimited
guardianship placement plan. The parties must use alimited
guardianship placement plan form prescribed by the state court
adminigrator. A limited guardianship placement plan form must include
anotice that informs a parent who is a party to the plan that substantia
failure to comply with the plan without good cause may result in the
termination of the parent's parental rights under chapter XI1A of 1939
PA 288, MCL 712A.1 1o 712A.32. The proposed limited guardianship
placement plan shdl be attached to the petition requesting the court to
gopoint alimited guardian. The limited guardianship placement plan shdl
include provisons concerning dl of the fallowing:

9 MCL 700.5205(1)
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(8) The reason the parent or parents are requesting the court to
gopoint alimited guardian for the minor.

(b) Parenting time and contact with the minor by his or her
parent or parents sufficient to maintain a parent and child
relationship.

(¢) The duration of the limited guardianship.
(d) Financid support for the minor.

() Any other provisonsthat the parties agree to include in the
plan.

The court shdl review the placement plan and approve, disapprove or modify
the plan if the parties agree to the modified plan.19 A limited guardianship
placement plan that has been approved by the court may be modified upon
agreement of the parties and gpprova of the court. The modified planisto be
filed with the court.11

TEMPORARY GUARDIANSHIP (MCL 700.5213

If necessary to protect the child, the probate court may appoint atemporary guardian
for Sx months.  Such an appointment may be necessary where immediate decisons
affecting the child's hedlth or welfare is required (e.g. regarding necessary medica
trestment) or where the child’ s placement must be secured pending afull hearing ona
guardianship petition. The temporary guardian has al the powers and duties of alimited
guardian, except that the gppointment expires after sx months.12

A temporary guardian may be appointed only in the course of a proceeding for
permanent guardianship.13 The court rules require that the court hold a hearing and take
testimony before gppointing atemporary guardian, but the court may shorten the period
for notice of hearing or dispense with notice atogether.24 A petitioner should inform the
court clerk if atemporary guardian is necessary, and be prepared to proceed
immediately to an emergency hearing.

POWERSAND DUTIES

10 McL 700.5206(1)

11 mcL 700.5206(2)

12 mcL 700.5213(3) If necessary, the court may appoint atemporary guardian with the status of an
ordinary guardian of a minor but the authority of atemporary guardian shall not exceed 6 months.

13 MCR 5.763(A)

14 MCR 5.763
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15.7.1. Powers and Duties of the General Guardian
The powers and duties of aguardian of aminor are st forth in the Satute:

A minor's guardian has the powers and responsibilities of a parent who
is not deprived of custody of the parent's minor and unemancipated
child, except that aguardian is not legally obligated to provide for the
ward from the guardian's own money and is not ligble to third persons
by reason of the parental relationship for the ward's acts. [ The statute
then specifies some of the powers and duties of the guardian.]1>

15.7.2 Powers of Limited Guardian

A limited guardian gppointed under this section has dl of the powers
and duties enumerated in section 5215 except that a minor's limited
guardian shall not consent to marriage or adoption of the minor ward or
to the release of the minor ward for adoption. 16

15.8. PROCEDURE
15.8.1. Procedure

(1) The petitioner shal give notice of the time and place of hearing of a petition
for the gppointment of a minor’s guardian to each of the following.

a. Theminor, if 14 years of age or older.

b. The person who had the principa care and custody of the minor during the
63 days preceding the date of the petition.

c. Eachliving parent of the minor or, if nather of them isliving, the adult
nearest of kin to the minor.

(2) Upon hearing, if the court finds that a qualified person seeks gppointment,
venue is proper, the required notices have been given, the requirements of
section 5204 or sections 5205 and 5206 are satisfied, and the welfare and best
interests of the minor will be served by the requested gppointment, the court
shdl make the appointment. In other cases the court may dismissthe
proceedings or make another digposition of the matter that will serve the

minor’ swelfare.l’

15 MmcL 7005215

16 MCL 700.5206(4)
17 MCL 700.5213(1)& (2)



228 MICHIGAN CHILD WELFARE LAW

15.8.2. Lawyer-Guardian ad litem for the Minor

When aguardian is nominated for aminor and at the point a petition for remova
or resgnation of the guardian is sought, the court, a any timein the

proceedings, may appoint alawyer-guardian ad litem to represent the minor if
the court determines that the interests of the minor are or may be inadequately
represented. The lawyer-guardian ad litem is to give due consderation to the
preference of the minor if the minor is 14 years of age or older.18

15.9. COURT REVIEW OF GUARDIANSHIPS
15.9.1 Court Review Factors
A court review is required annudly for any child under Sx years of age, and the
court may review aguardianship of aminor a any timeif it deemsthereview to
be necessary. In conducting the reviews the court must consider al of the
following factors

(&) The parent's and guardian's compliance with ether of the following,
as gpplicable:

(i) A limited guardianship placement plan.

(i) A court-structured plan under subsection (3)(b)(ii)(B) or
section 5209(2)(b)(ii).

(b) Whether the guardian has adequately provided for the minor's
wefare.

(©) The necessity of continuing the guardianship.

(d) The guardian's willingness and ability to continue to provide for the
minor's welfare.

(€) The effect upon the minor's welfareif the guardianship is continued.

(f) Any other factor that the court considers relevant to the minor's
welfare19

18 MCL 700.5213(4)
19 MmcL 700.5207(1)
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The court may order the department or an employee or agent of the court to
conduct an investigation and file awritten report of the investigation regarding
the above factors.20

Upon completion of the review of agenerd guardianship, the court may either
continue the guardianship or schedule and conduct a hearing on the status of the
guardianship. At the concluson of such ahearing, the court may continue the
limited guardianship, order the parties to modify the limited guardianship,
terminate the guardianship or gppoint an attorney to represent the minor.21

15.10 TERMINATION OF GUARDIANSHIP
15.10.1 Authority Continues Until Termination of Guardianship

The guardian’s authority continues until terminated with the deeth, resignation
with court approva, or remova of the guardian by the court or upon the minor's
deeth, adoption, marriage, or attainment of mgjority.22 A guardianship may
terminate without order of the court upon the child's deeth, adoption, marriage,
or attainment of mgority.

15.10.2. Petition to Terminate Guardianship

(1) After notice and hearing on a petition under section 5208 to terminate a
limited guardianship, the court shdl terminate the limited guardianship if it
determines that the minor's parent or parents have subgtantially complied
with the limited guardianship placement plan. The court may enter ordersto
facilitate the minor's reintegration into the home of the parent or parents for
aperiod of up to 6 months before the termination.

(2) For apstition to terminate a guardianship in which subsection (1) does not
goply, after notice and hearing, the court may do any of the following:

(@ Terminate the guardianship if the court determinesthat it isin the best
interests of the minor, and do any of the following:

() Enter ordersto facilitate the minor's reintegration into the parent's
home for a period of up to 6 months before the termination

20 MCL 700.5207(2)

21 MCL 700.5207(3)
22 \1CL 700.5217
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(i) Order the family independence agency to supervise the trangition
period when the minor is being reintegrated into his or her parent's
home.

(iii) Order the family independence agency to provide servicesto
fecilitate the minor's reintegration into his or her parent's home.

(b) Continue the guardianship for not more than 1 year after the hearing
date if the court determinesthat it isin the best interests of the minor, and
do any of the following:

(i) If the guardianship is alimited guardianship, order the parent or
parents to comply with 1 of the following:

(A) The limited guardianship placement plan.
(B) A court-modified limited guardianship placement plan.

(©) If the limited guardianship was established before
December 20, 1990, a court-structured plan that enables the
minor to return to the home of his or her parent or parents.

(ii) If the guardianship is ordered under section 5204, order the
parent or parentsto follow a court-structured plan that enablesthe
minor to return to the home of his or her parent or parents.

(i) If aguardianship is continued under subparagraph (i) or (ii),
schedule and conduct a hearing to review the guardianship before
the expiration of the period of time that the guardianship is
continued and ether terminate the guardianship or limited
guardianship or proceed under subdivision (c) or (d).

15.10.3. Lawyer-Guardian ad litem for the Minor; Referral to the Family
Independence Agency; Child Protection Petition in Family Court

When consdering a petition to terminate a guardianship, the court may
gppoint an attorney (lawyer-guardian ad litem) to represent the minor or
refer the matter to the family independence agency. The atorney or the
family independence agency may file a complaint on behdf of the minor
requesting the family divison of the circuit court to take jurisdiction of
the minor under section 2(b) of chapter X11A of 1939 PA 288, MCL
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712A.2.23 See 15.9, Failed Guardianship asa Basisfor Child
Protection Jurisdiction.

15.10.4. Termination of Guardianship Upon Disposition of Child Custody

Action

Upon receipt of acopy of ajudgment or an order of dispodtionina
child custody action regarding aminor thet is sent to the court as
provided in section 6b of the child custody act of 1970, 1970 PA 91,
MCL 722.26b, the court shal terminate the guardianship or limited
guardianship for that minor.24

15.11. PERMANENT GUARDIANSHIP

(©) If the minor resdes with the guardian or limited guardian for not lessthan 1
year and if the court finds that the minor's parent or parents have failed to
provide the minor with parentd care, love, guidance, and attention gppropriate
to the child's age and individua needs resulting in a subgtantia disruption of the
parent-child relationship, continue the guardianship if it is established by clear
and convincing evidence that the continuation would serve the best interests of
the minor.

15.12. BEST INTERESTSAPPLIED TO GUARDIANSHIPS

Asusad in the court reviews and terminations of either generd or limited guardianships,
"best interests of the minor” means the sum tota of the following factors to be
conddered, evauated and determined by the court:

@
(b)

(©

(d)

(©)
M

The love, affection, and other emotiond ties existing between the parties
involved and the child.

The capacity and disposition of the partiesinvolved to give the child love,
affection, and guidance and continuation of the educating and raising of the child
initsreligion or creed, if any.

The capacity and digposition of the parties involved to provide the child with
food, clothing, medica care or other remedia care recognized and permitted
under the laws of this state in place of medical care, and other materia needs.
The length of time the child haslived in a gable, satisfactory environment, and
the desirability of maintaining continuity.

The permanence, as afamily unit, of the existing or proposed custodid home.
The mord fitness of the parties involved.

23 MCL 700.5209(2)(d)

24 \1CL 700.5210



15.13.

15.14.

232 MICHIGAN CHILD WELFARE LAW

()] The mentd and physicd hedth of the partiesinvolved.

(h The home, school, and community record of the child.

(0 The reasonable preference of the child if the court considers the child to be of
sufficient age to express preference.

()] The willingness and ability of the guardian to facilitate and encourage a close
and continuing parent-child rel ationship between the child and his or her parent
or parents.

(k) “Domestic violence regardless whether the violence is directed againgt or
witnessed by the child.”

()] Any other factor considered by the court to be relevant to a particular dispute
regarding termination of a guardianship, remova of aguardian, or parenting
time.

FAILED GUARDIANSHIP ASA BASISFOR CHILD PROTECTION
JURISDICTION; GUARDIANSHIP AS A DISPOSITIONAL
ALTERNATIVE

The juvenile code alows the court to gppoint a guardian for aminor once the case has
been adjudicated and a petition for guardianship filed with the court.2> If a guardianship
is ordered by the court, the juvenile neglect or delinquency petition may be dismissed.

A peition for neglect may be filed with the family court if the guardianship placement
plan or court-structured plan has not been complied with by the parent.26

Similarly, the juvenile code permits termination of parenta rights when the parent has
subgtantidly failed to comply with alimited guardianship placement plan or a court-
sructured plan where such non-compliance has resulted in a disruption of the parent-
child rdaionship.2” The court o has authority to terminate parental rights where the
child has a guardian and the parent has failed to support the child or vist the child for
two years or more without good cause.28

EMANCIPATION OF MINORS
15.14.1. Generally
Emancipation may be an appropriate legal srategy for ayoungster over 16, who wishes

to live independently, is adle to live independently, and who does not wish to work
toward reunification with higher family. The effect of emancipation isto dlow the minor

25 MCL 712A.18(1)(h)

26 MCL 712A.2(c), (d)&(€)
27 MCL 712A.19b(3)(d)& (€)
28 MCL 712A.19b(3)(f)
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to acquire a domicile separate from the parents, and to alow the minor to control
his’her own money. In some cases, the teen may be able to make a gradud trangtion to
independence by paying room and board to afamily.

15.14.2. Emancipation by Law

An emancipation occurs by operation of law when aminor isvdidly married, when a
person reaches the age of 18 years, during the period when the minor is on active duty
with the armed forces of the United States, and for purposes of consenting to routine,
nonsurgica medica care * or emergency medicd treatment.” (It was the problem of
securing emergency medica trestment for minorsin the custody of police officers that
prompted this amendment to the satute.) when the minor isin custody of alaw
enforcement agency and the parents or guardian cannot be located.29

15.14.3. Emancipation by Court Order

A minor seeking emancipation by court order isrequired to file a petition for
emancipation in the family divison of circuit court in the county where the minor resides.
The petition shdl be signed and verified by the minor, and shdll indlude dl of the
following information:

@ The minor's full name and birth date, and the county and state where the minor
was born.

(b) A certified copy of the minor's birth certificate.

(© The name and last known address of the minor's parents, guardian, or
custodian.

(d) The minor's present address, and length of residency at that address.

(e A declaration by the minor indicating that he or she has demongtrated the ability
to manage his or her finandid affars. The minor may include any information he
or she considers necessary to support the declaration.

@ A declaration by the minor indicating that he or she has the ahility to manage his
or her persona and socid affairs. The minor may include in this section any
information he or she considers necessary to support the declaration.30

The petition dso mugt include an affidavit by any of the following individuds declaring
that the individual has persona knowledge of the minor's circumstances and believes
that under those circumstances emancipation isin the best interests of the minor:

(8 Phydcian.
(b) Nurse.

29 MCL 722.4(2)(d)&(€)
30 MCL 722.4a(1)
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(c) Member of the clergy.
(d) Psychologist.
(e) Family Therapist.
() Certified socid worker.
(9) Socid worker.
(h) Socia work technician.
(i) School adminigtrator.
(j) School counsdlor.
(k) Teacher.
(1) Law enforcement officer.
(m) Duly regulated childcare provider.31

A copy of the petition and a summons to appear a the hearing must then be served on
the minor's parents or guardian. A notice of hearing shal dso be sent to the individua
who provided the affidavit required under subsection (2).32

After apetition isfiled, the court may do 1 or more of the following:

(& Assgnan employee of the court to investigate the dlegations of
the petition and to file areport containing the results of the
investigation with the court.

(b) Appoint lega counsd for the minor.

(©) Appoint legd counsd for the minor's parents or guardian if they
areindigent and if they oppose the petition.

(d) Dismissthe petition if the minor's custodia parent does not
consent and is providing support.33

The hearing shdl be before ajudge or referee Stting without ajury. If
the youngster requests that the hearing be before ajudge, the hearing
shall be before ajudge and not before areferee. The court shal issue
an emancipation order if it determines that emancipation isin the best
interest of the minor and the minor establishes dl of the following:

@ That the minor's parent or guardian does not object to the
petition; or if a parent or guardian objects to the petition, that
the objecting parent or guardian is not providing the minor with
support.

(b) That the minor isa least 16 years of age.

(© That the minor isaresdent of the state.

31 MCL 722.4a(2)
32 MCL 722.4a(3)

33MCL 722.4b
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That the minor has demongrated the ability to manage his or her
financid affairs, induding proof of employment or other means
of support. "Other means of support” does not include generd
assigtance or ad to families with dependent children
administered under the socia wefare act, Act No. 280 of the
Public Acts of 1939, being sections 400.1 to 400.121 of the
Michigan Compiled Laws.

That the minor has the ability to manage his or her persond and
socid dfairs, including, but not limited to, proof of housing.
That the minor understands his or her rights and responsibilities
under this act as an emancipated minor.34

The young person who petitions the court for emancipation shdl have the
burden of showing by a preponderance of evidence that emancipation should

be ordered.3>

15.14.4 Granting or Denying Petition; Appeal Rights

If the court issues an emancipation order, the court shall retain a copy of
the order until the emancipated minor becomes 25 years of age36 An
emancipation obtained by fraud is voidable. Voiding such an order,
however, does not affect an obligation, respongbility, right, or interest
that arose during the period of time the order was in effect.37 The
minor or aparent or guardian of the minor may file an apped from the
court's grant or denia of an emancipation petition in the court of
gppeals.38

15.14.5 Petition to Rescind Order

A parent of aminor emancipated by court order or aminor emancipated by court order
may petition the probate court that issued the order to rescind the order. A copy of the
petition for rescisson and a summons shdl be served on the minor or the minor's
parents. The court shal grant the petition and rescind the order of emancipation if it
determines 1 or more of the following:

@ That the minor isindigent and has no means of support.
(b) That the minor and the minor's parents agree that the order should be
rescinded.

34 MCL 722.4¢(2)

35 MCL 722.4¢(3)

36, MCL 722.4c(4)

37_MCL 722.4¢(5)
38 MCL 722.4¢(6)
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(© That thereis aresumption of family relaions incondgstent with the
existing emancipation order.39

If apetition for rescisson is granted, the court shdl issue an order rescinding the
emancipation order and retain a copy of the order until the minor becomes 25 years of
age*0 Rescisson of an emancipation order does not ater any contractua obligations or
rights or any property rights or interests that arose during the period of time that the
emancipation order was in effect.41

Theminor of aparent of the minor may file an apped from the court's grant or denid of
apetition for rescisson of an emancipation order. The gpped shdl befiled in the court

of appeals.42

15.14.6. Rights and Responsibilities of Emancipated Minors

A minor emancipated by operation of law or by court order shall be considered to have
the rights and respongibilities of an adult, except for those specific condtitutiona and
dtatutory age requirements regarding voting, use of acoholic beverages, and other hedlth
and safety regulations relevant to him or her because of hisor her age. A minor shall be
consdered emancipated for the purposes of, but not limited to, al of the following:

@ The right to enter into enforceable contracts, including apartment leases.

(b) Theright to sue or be sued in hisor her own name.

(© Theright to retain his or her own earnings.

(d) The right to establish a separate domicile.

(e The right to act autonomoudy, and with the rights and responsibilities of an
adult, in al business rdaionships, including, but not limited to, property
transactions and obtaining accounts for utilities, except for those estate or
property matters that the court determines may require a conservator or
guardian ad litem.

® Theright to earn aliving, subject only to the hedlth and safety regulaions
designed to protect those under the age of mgority regardless of their legd
gatus.

9 The right to authorize his or her own preventive hedth care, medica
care, dentd care, and mentd hedlth care, without parentd knowledge
or lighility.

(h The right to gpply for adriver'slicense or other state licenses for which
he or she might be digible.

0) The right to register for school.

39 McCL 722.4d
40 MCL 722.4d(4)

41 MCL 722.4d(5)
42 MCL 722.4d(6)
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()] Theright to mary.

(k) The right to apply to the medica ass stance program administered under
the socia welfare act, Act No. 280 of the Public Acts of 1939, being
sections 400.1 to 400.121 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, if needed.

() The right to apply for other welfare assistance, including generd
assistance and aid to families with dependent children administered
under Act NO. 280 of the Public Acts of 1939, if needed.

(m)  Theright, if a parent, to make decisons and give authority in caring for
his or her own minor child.

() Theright to make awill.43

The parents or a minor emancipated by court order are jointly and severaly
obligated to support the minor. However, the parents of a minor emancipated
by court order are not liable for any debts incurred by the minor during the
period of emancipation.44

43 MCL 722.4e(1)
44 MCL 722.4d(2)



